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20 October 2010 

Action needed to protect road safety in face of cuts 

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) says that spending cuts to transport and police budgets could 

have a disproportionate effect on road safety, and urges all public bodies involved in reducing deaths on 

our roads to continue to make road safety their top priority. 

  

Neil Greig, the IAM’s Policy and Research Director, said: “It was great to see a downward trend in road 

deaths in recent DfT figures, and therefore it’s hard to accept anything that might threaten progress 

achieved so far. Budget cuts may be necessary but their cumulative effect on some of the main partners in 

road safety, such as the emergency services and local highway authorities, may make it more difficult to 

sustain past successes.  

  

 “It would be an awful legacy if budget cuts slowed or reversed the trend to less death and injury on the 

road. The important task now is to compensate for these cuts. Public bodies have more freedom than ever 

on where to spend their resources and I urge them not to forget the long-term benefits from investing in 

better education, as well as training programmes and safer infrastructure.  

  

“As the UK’s largest independent road safety charity we believe that the third sector has much to offer and 

we will be seeking new partnerships to maintain the momentum for safer roads in the UK.”  
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1. The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) directly influences the driving and riding of more than 100,000 full members in the UK 
and Ireland. Established in 1956, the IAM is today best known for the advanced driving test and the advanced driving course, which is 
available to car, motorcycle and commercial licence holders. The IAM has grown to become the UK’s largest independent road safety 
charity, dedicated to raising driving standards, engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy.  The 
commercial division of the IAM operates through occupational driver training company IAM Drive & Survive. 
2. A 2006 report by Brunel University, following an 18 month study, concluded that “advanced driver training produces safer drivers 
and lower accident involvement”, with measurable improvements in knowledge, skills and attitude. 
3. In January 2007, the IAM established the Policy and Research Division to undertake research, promote practical policies, act as an 
advocate for safer roads, safer drivers and safer vehicles and encourage responsible motoring through education and training. 
4. In 2010, the IAM introduced a cycle training programme including a new guide “How to be a Better Cyclist”. The IAM now embrace 
cyclists as well as motorists and motorcyclists, with the opportunity to become an IAM cycling member. 
5. The IAM is supported by over 200 affiliated volunteer groups around the country, who all help to provide valuable advanced driver 
and rider coaching in preparation for the Advanced Test. They also provide a strong local voice to promote road safety. 
  

 


