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Crossing case should serve as reminder 

  

Following an incident where a pedestrian was knocked down due to overgrown shrubs, the IAM (Institute of 

Advanced Motorists) has called for councils and motorists to play their part in preventing accidents caused 

by overgrown trees and hedges. 

  

A little publicised legal decision last month [Yetkin v Mahmood and Another] has emphasised the 

responsibility of councils to keep foliage clear, maintaining good sightlines and road safety.  

Views of a pedestrian crossing were obscured by foliage, and the claimant sued the driver and the London 

Borough of Newham as the highway authority.  

IAM Chief Examiner Peter Rodger said: “At this time of year the issue is at its height, with road signs all 

over the UK being obscured by foliage, and little or no indication of any maintenance work being done.  

“While the IAM would expect a driver to take account of the obstruction to their view, and encourage all 

road users to look for clues other than traffic markings, the council is legally obliged to keep signs and 

crossings well visible, and this case should serve as a reminder to both drivers and to local authorities.” 
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1. The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) directly influences the driving and riding of more than 100,000 full members in the UK 
and Ireland. Established in 1956, the IAM is today best known for the advanced driving test and the advanced driving course, which is 
available to car, motorcycle and commercial licence holders. The IAM has grown to become the UK’s largest independent road safety 
charity, dedicated to raising driving standards, engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy.  The 
commercial division of the IAM operates through its occupational driver training company IAM Drive & Survive. 
2. A 2006 report by Brunel University, following an 18 month study, concluded that “advanced driver training produces safer drivers 
and lower accident involvement”, with measurable improvements in knowledge, skills and attitude. 
3. In January 2007, the IAM established the Policy and Research Division to undertake research, promote practical policies, act as an 
advocate for safer roads, safer drivers and safer vehicles and encourage responsible motoring through education and training. 
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