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Drivers conflicted over cameras 

An IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) survey, released today, found that most people agree with the 
government’s policy to reduce safety camera funding, even though a significant majority are supportive of 
cameras in principle. 
 
The survey of nearly 1,000 respondents* found that 44 per cent supported government proposals to cut 
central funding of camera operations, with 30 per cent unsure or expressing no opinion and only 26 per 
cent opposed. Conversely, safety cameras received a 70 per cent approval rating overall. 
 
Kevin Delaney IAM Head of Road Safety, said: “A lot of people like the idea of a camera on their street, 
slowing the traffic and making their area safer, but feel cheated when they confront one on a main road or 
in a different area. Rather than being purely hypocritical, it suggests drivers are seeing the lifesaving effects 
of cameras, but resent being caught out by them. 
 
“It is the exact opposite of Nimbyism – everybody wants one in their own back yard, but nowhere else.” 
 
The figures show a big difference between the sexes, with 55 per cent of men supporting the switch-off, 
whereas only 33 per cent of women agreed. Women were 12 per cent more supportive of speed cameras 
than men overall. 
 
Nearly half of respondents [49 per cent] believed revenue generation through fines was the main motive 
behind installing safety cameras, with 26 per cent feeling fines were not the motive. 26 per cent were either 
unsure or expressed no opinion. 
 
Mr Delaney added: “The 11 year study shows that support has declined slightly over time, but that cameras 
have maintained a good level of approval overall among the motoring public. There are still many people 
who believe that safety cameras are primarily for raising revenue who need convincing that well placed 
safety cameras really do deliver fewer deaths and serious injuries.” 

ENDS 
Notes to Editors: 
 
The survey covers 11 years of data on motoring opinions on the most contentious issue on the roads 
today. 
 

• *The survey comprised 992 respondents, 500 male and 492 female, roughly equally spread across 
age and socio economic groups and across all regions of England, Scotland and Wales. 

• Londoners were the most strongly supportive of Government proposals to cease central funding of 
speed cameras [61 per cent], followed by East Midlands and the North West [59 per cent each]. 

• Least likely to support the switch-off was the West Midlands [33 per cent] and the South East [31 
per cent]. 

• Responding to the question: “Have you, or someone in your household been convicted of speeding 

on camera evidence in the past 3 years?” 22 per cent of all respondents answered “Yes”, 75 per 

cent answered “No” and 2 per cent didn’t know. There was almost no difference between the 

sexes. 
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ENDS ALL 

 
1. The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) directly influences the driving and riding of more than 100,000 full members in the UK 
and Ireland. Established in 1956, the IAM is today best known for the advanced driving test and the advanced driving course, which is 
available to car, motorcycle and commercial licence holders. The IAM has grown to become the UK’s largest independent road safety 
charity, dedicated to raising driving standards, engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy.  The 
commercial division of the IAM operates through its occupational driver training company IAM Drive & Survive. 
2. A 2006 report by Brunel University, following an 18 month study, concluded that “advanced driver training produces safer drivers 
and lower accident involvement”, with measurable improvements in knowledge, skills and attitude. 
3. In January 2007, the IAM established the Policy and Research Division to undertake research, promote practical policies, act as an 
advocate for safer roads, safer drivers and safer vehicles and encourage responsible motoring through education and training. 

 


