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Watch out, there’s a biker about! 
The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) supports TfL’s advertising campaign aimed at improving drivers' 
awareness of motorcyclists in bus lanes during the extended 18-month trial. 
  

The hard-hitting radio advert reminds drivers that motorcyclists are harder to spot than buses and asks 
drivers to look out for them, particularly when turning across bus lanes. DfT 2009 figures show once again 
that ‘Failed to look properly’ is the most common explanation for all accidents reported to police, accounting 
for 38 per cent, and this problem is especially bad for smaller vehicles. 
  
Dr Graham Hole, Cognitive Psychologist at the University of Sussex said: “Research shows that drivers are 
less likely to notice vehicles in positions where they don’t expect to see them. Motorcycles in bus lanes will 
be a prime candidate for this problem.  
  
“Publically promoting the trial will help this problem a lot by increasing drivers’ awareness, and as drivers 
get used to this new arrangement checking their nearside - left-hand - mirrors will hopefully become the 
rule rather than the exception.”  
  
The new advert is part of a package of measures TfL and the Metropolitan Police Service (MPS) have 
introduced to tackle an increase in the rate of motorcyclist-car collisions that were identified by the previous 
Motorcycles in Bus Lanes Trial. 
  
Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner said: “We would like to emphasise Dr Hole’s comments. It will take time 
for motorists to get used to looking for motorcyclists in bus lanes. Motorcyclists using bus lanes are advised 
to assess individual vehicles in the ordinary lane - on their right - as they approach junctions on the left, to 
make sure that they are not going to turn left across their path, as well as taking the usual care with 
vehicles emerging from side roads.   
  
“In time drivers will get more used to looking for both pedal and motorcycles in bus lanes, and sharing the 
road at junctions.” 
  
To increase confidence and awareness on the roads, the IAM offers training courses for motorcyclists of all 
levels of experience, and with any size of bike.  
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1. The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) directly influences the driving and riding of more than 100,000 full members in the UK 
and Ireland. Established in 1956, the IAM is today best known for the advanced driving test and the advanced driving course, which is 
available to car, motorcycle and commercial licence holders. The IAM has grown to become the UK’s largest independent road safety 
charity, dedicated to raising driving standards, engaging with the road-using public and influencing road safety policy.  The 
commercial division of the IAM operates through occupational driver training company IAM Drive & Survive. 
2. A 2006 report by Brunel University, following an 18 month study, concluded that “advanced driver training produces safer drivers 
and lower accident involvement”, with measurable improvements in knowledge, skills and attitude. 
3. In January 2007, the IAM established the Policy and Research Division to undertake research, promote practical policies, act as an 
advocate for safer roads, safer drivers and safer vehicles and encourage responsible motoring through education and training. 
4. In 2010, the IAM introduced a cycle training programme including a new guide “How to be a Better Cyclist”. The IAM now embrace 
cyclists as well as motorists and motorcyclists, with the opportunity to become an IAM cycling member. 
5. The IAM is supported by over 200 affiliated volunteer groups around the country, who all help to provide valuable advanced driver 
and rider coaching in preparation for the Advanced Test. They also provide a strong local voice to promote road safety.  


