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IAM welcomes independent addition to driving test  
 

The IAM (Institute of Advanced Motorists) welcomes the introduction of ‘independent driving’ into the 
driving test from Monday (4 October) and the ending of the publication of driving test routes. 
  

Peter Rodger, IAM Chief Examiner, said: “This is a good step forward. All new drivers have to learn that 
multi tasking - controlling the car, looking out for hazards and planning ahead while navigating - is an 
integral part of day-to-day driving.” 
  

After a positive start, the IAM feel that the next step in the refinement of the driving test should be dealing 
with the ever-present threat of rural roads. Mr Rodger continues: “Our own research has shown that two-
thirds of fatal accidents in England happen on rural roads, and this figure rises to three-quarters for 
Scotland and Wales. 
  

“At present rural roads are not a compulsory element of the test, and we feel that considering the size of 
the problem it is an area that should be the next focus for continuous improvement.  Speeds are higher on 
rural roads and they are often narrower and unlit at night, so a very different experience for those who have 
only ever travelled in an urban environment.” 

 
The IAM commends the DSA for making such positive moves so far, but encourages the road safety 
community as a whole to focus on improving the experience of young drivers, either through the basic test, 
or in the form of post-test training.    
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